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DEFINITIONS
Fertility Rates: Total number of births to all women (regardless of age of mother), per 1,000 women of child
bearing age. Child bearing age is usually considered to be age 15 to 44 years.

Birth Rates: Number of births to a specific group per 1,000 women in that group. In other contexts, defined as

number of births per 1,000 total population.

FerTILITY RATES

Fertility Rates of U.S. Women, 1960-2000
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Fertility Rates by Race and Hispanic Origin
U.S. fertility rates varied by race and Hispanic origin.

» Hispanic* women had the highest fertility rate among all
race and origin groups (105.9 births per 1,000 Hispanic
women age 15 to 44 years) in 2000. The fertility rate for
women of Hispanic origin was 59 percent higher than the
comparable rate for White women (66.7 births per 1,000
White women age 15 to 44 years), the racial group with the
lowest fertility rate.

¢ |n 2000, Black, American Indian, and Asian or Pacific
Islander women had fertility rates of just over 70 births per
1,000 women age 15 to 44 yearsin those groups.

*Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race.

Fertility Rates by Annual Family Income
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U.S. fertility rates declined dramatically between 1960 and
1975. Since 1975, fertility rates have been relatively stable.

From 1960 to 1975, fertility ratesfor U.S. women
declined 43 percent.

Since 1975, fertility rates have ranged from 65.0 to 70.9
births per 1,000 women age 15 to 44 years.

In 2000, thefertility rate was 67.6 births per 1,000
women age 15 to 44 years, a 3 percent increase from 1999
and the third consecutive year of increase.
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U.S. fertility rates were higher for women with annual family
incomes below $30,000 and lower for women with annual family
incomes of $30,000 and over.

* In 2000, thefertility rate was highest (86.8 births per 1,000
women age 15 to 44 years) for women with annual family
incomes bel ow $10,000.

e Thefertility rate was second highest (78.9 per 1,000 women
age 15 to 44 years) for women with annual family incomes of
$25,000 to $29,999in 2000.

The fertility rate was lowest (60.1 births per 1,000 women age
15t0 44 years) in 2000 for women with annual family incomes

of $75,000 and over.
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Rate per 1,000 women in specified age group

FERTILITY RATESconTinueD

Fertility Rates by Marital Status

U.S. fertility rates varied by marital status and rates increased from 1995

to 2000 for married, widowed or divorced, and never married women.

» Married women had the highest fertility rate (88.8 births per 1,000
women age 15 to 44 years) in 2000.

» Widowed or divorced women had the lowest fertility rate (31.0 births

per 1,000 women age 15 to 44 years) in 2000.
* Never married women had afertility rate of 42.3 births per 1,000

women age 15 to 44 years in 2000, a 16.5 percent increase from 1995.

BIRTH RATES

Bziggh Rates by Age of Mother, 1960-2000
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Fertility Rates by Marital Status
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Birth rates of U.S. women varied widely by age
and patternsin birth rates have changed over the
years.

Birth rates decreased dramatically for al
age groups from 1960 to 1975.

Women Age 20 years and over

A 25-29 years
o 20-24 years.

30-34 years

From 1975 to 2000, birth rates more than
doubled for women age 35 to 39 years.

From 1975 to 2000, birth rates of women age
30 to 34 years increased 80 percent.

From 1975 to 2000, birth ratesincreased by
72 percent for women age 40 to 44 years.

In 2000, there were 121.7 births to women
age 25 to 29 years per 1,000 women in that
age group. Thiswas the highest birth rate of
all age groupsin 2000. Women age 25t0 29
years have had the highest birth rates since
1983.

In 2000, women age 20 to 24 years had the
second highest birth rate (112.5 births per
1,000 women age 20 to 24 years), followed by
women age 30 to 34 years (94.2 births per
1,000 women age 30 to 34 years).

Teenage Women Age 15 to 19 years

15-19 years
& 35-39 years,

40-44 years

Birth rates of teenage women age 15 to 19
years declined significantly between 1960 and
1985, increased between 1986 and 1991, and
declined from 1991 to 2000.

The 2000 birth rate for teenagers age 15 to 19
yearswas an historic low. The birth rate of
teenagers age 15 to 19 years was 48.7 births
per 1,000 women of that age group in 2000,
a2 percent decline from 1999.
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Age of Mother

U.S. BIRTH RATES conminuen

Birth Rates of Teenagers by Race and Hispanic Origin
U.S. birth rates of teenagers age 15 to 19

Birth Rates of Teenagers Age 15-19 years by Race and Hispanic Origin
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The percent of U.S. women who are childless has increased in the

In 2000, the birth rate for Hispanic teenagers

**includes births to Aluets and Eskimos
*persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race

age 15 to 19 years was 94.4 births per 1,000, a 6 percent decrease from 1990. note: 1980 data for Hispanics not available

The birth rate for Black women age 15 to 19 years reached alow of 79.2 births per 1,000 in 2000, a 30 percent decrease

from 1990.

The birth rate for Asian or Pacific Idlander women age 15 to 19 years reached a low of 21.8 in 2000, down 17 percent

from 1990.

*Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

Percent of Births to Unmarried Mothers by Age

PeERCENT oF BIRTHSTO UNMARRIED WOMEN BY AGE

The percent of birthsto unmarried women in the U.S. is highest
U.S. 1999 for teenage women and lowest for women age 30 to 34 years.

15-19 years — |78-7% e 1n 1999, one-third of births (33.0%) were to unmarried

20-24 years 45.5% women. This represented nearly an 80 percent increase
from 1980 when 18.4 percent of births were to unmarried

25-29 years — 22.9% women.

30-34 years | 14.0% * More than three quarters (78.7%) of women age 15 to 19
yearswho gave birth in 1999 were unmarried, the highest

35-39 years 1A% percentage among all age groups.

40 years and over 16.5% e 1n 1999, fourteen percent of births to women age 30 to 34 years
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3006 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% were to unmarried women. The percent of birthsto
unmarried women age 35 years and over was slightly higher.

PerceNT oF WOMEN WHO ARE CHILDLESSBY AGE
Percent of Women Who are Childless by Age
U.S. 1980 to 2000
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Among women age 40 to 44 years, just under one-fifth (19.0%) ]
were childlessin 2000, nearly double the percent of women 1080 1985 1090 1095 2000
who were of the same age and childless in 1980 (10.1%).
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M INNESOTA FERTILITY AND BIRTH DATA

Live Births
In 1999, there were 65,953 live birthsin Minnesota, an increase of 1.1 percent from 1998.

Fertility Rates

In 1999, the state fertility rate was 62.5 births per 1,000 women age 15 to 44 years. Watonwan county had the
highest fertility rate (83.3 births per 1,000 women age 15 to 44 years) and Cook county had the lowest fertility rate
(46.7 births per 1,000 women age 15 to 44 years) in 1999.

Percent of Births to Unmarried WWomen
Just over one quarter (25.7%) of birthsin Minnesota were to unmarried women in 1999. Mahnomen county had the
highest rate (60.3%) of births to unmarried women and Lincoln county had the lowest rate (10.6%).

Percent of Births to Teenagers Age 19 years and under
In 1999, 8.4 percent of births were to teenagers age 19 years and under in Minnesota. At the county leve, the
percent of births to teenagers varied from 2.3 percent in Norman county to 27.0 percent in Lake of the Woods county.

These data will be updated on our website in 2002 when 2000 Minnesota fertility and birth data are available.
Additional county data available in “ 1999 Minnesota Health Satistics’ at: www.health.state.mn.us/divs/chs/99annsunvlive.pdf

Fertility Rates of Minnesota and U.S. Women, 1960-1999

140 — Fertility Rates of Women
1

Minnesotafertility rates declined dramatically between 1960 and 1980, and %80 MN&U.S.1960-1999

continued to decline during the 1990s.

Distribution of Births by Age of Mother
Distribution of Births by Age of Mother
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In 1960, thefertility rate for Minnesota women was 136.0 births per 1,000
women age 15 to 44 years.

From 1960 to 1980, the fertility ratein Minnesota decreased nearly 48 percent
to 70.8 births per 1,000 women age 15 to 44 years.
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In 1999, Minnesota sfertility rate was 62.5 births per 1,000 women age 15 to
44 years, compared to anational fertility rate of 65.9.

100 +

Minnesota s lowest fertility rate (59.7 births per 1,000 women age 15to
44 years) since 1940 was reported in 1996.
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Since 1987, the fertility rate of Minnesotawomen has been consistently lower 807

than the national fertility rate.
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2024 years In 1999, more than half (56.9%) of Minnesota births were to women age 25 to 34 years.

199% o Births to women age 35 years and over accounted for fifteen percent (14.7%) of

birthsin 1999.

27.7%

e Three percent (2.8%) of births in Minnesota were to women age 17 years and under

25-29 years and 5.6 percent of birth were to women age 18 to 19 yearsin 1999.
29.2%

Births to Teenagers

In 1999 there were 5,513 births to women age 15 to 19 years in Minnesota, a 3 percent decrease from 1998.

The teenage birth rate in Minnesota was 30.0 births per 1,000 women age 15 to 19 yearsin 1999. Thiswas nearly
40 percent lower than the U.S. rate (49.6) and the sixth lowest state rate in the United States.

There were large disparities in Minnesota in the birth rates of Hispanic* and Black teenagers age 15 to 19 years and their
White counterpartsin 1999. The birth rate of Hispanic teenagers was 137.5 per 1,000 and the birth rate of Black
teenagers was 109.9 births per 1,000 in 1999. This compared to arate of 24.0 births per 1,000 for White teenagers.

*Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
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